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ABSTRACT

Building owners or their specified
agents are responsible for protecting pedes-
trians passing, entering, or simply hanging
around their buildings. They are also
responsible for providing egress from build-
ings in case of emergency, regardless of
what type of work is going on outside of the
building. Roofing operations above cannot
block or make exits unsafe to use.

The roof consultant can and must spec-
ify protection for pedestrians to protect both
their own liability and that of the building
owner/manager. What choices does the
consultant have when specifying protection
for pedestrians and building occupants as
they pass by or exit a building? What are
the risks associated with each type of pro-
tection for buildings and pedestrians? This
article focuses on protection of pedestrians
through various types of falls and discusses
code requirements that point to specifying
protection for pedestrians and others who
come close to roofing operations.

SPECIFYING SCAFFOLDING

The roofing profession is a very interest-
ing trade. The people who participate are
from all walks of life, all education levels,
and perform very different tasks.

Roofing workers install products in the
field to make them into roofing systems.
They endure some of the most difficult
working conditions of all the trades in con-
struction today. Many roofing workers
receive training from their employers, while
others participate in multi-year apprentice
programs leading to journeyman status.

Roofers’ work environments are those of
extremes, from the heat of 100°F summers
to the brutal chill of winter. Wind, rain, and
varying temperatures are part of their
everyday lives. Couple that with the dangers
of always working above everything else -
from 10-foot heights to the tallest high-rise
roofs, 100 stories in the air. Materials are
heavy and often applied with heat, or
mopped with bitumen at 400°F tempera-
tures. Understanding these conditions, it’s
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easy to see how roofers are most likely
enduring the hardest working conditions in
the construction trade.

Contractor personnel manage the
process from procuring work through final
inspection, providing a leak-free roofing
system. And, as can be expected, many of
the same disciplines that are found in cor-
porate structures — accounting, operations,
purchasing, personnel, etc. - are all
wrapped up in a roofing contractor firm.

Consultants must endure most of the
same conditions as the roofer and contrac-
tor. Their “office” is the roof during the time
they must supervise roofers’ work. In the
dead of winter and the heat of summer,
these professionals, with varied back-
orounds from former roofers, contractors,
and manufacturers’ representatives to engi-
neers and architects, endure the same con-
ditions without the heavy lifting of materials
or manual labor associated with the
installer.

SAFETY REDUNDANCY

All these players must find ways to pro-
tect against risks to their safety and those
of the general public. Fall protection is of
utmost importance to protect the health,
safety, and life of each participant in the
roofing industry.

Safety lines are sometimes used by
roofers, contractors, and consultants.
Safety fencing protects workers from the
edge of the building, where fall-off risk is
huge. These ropes and harness systems,
tied off to structural systems, provide a stop
for workers who may lose their footing and
start sliding on a roof surface. The advan-
tage of safety lines is that they perform an
important function, stopping someone from
falling completely off a roof. A possible fail-
ure mode might be that a “tying off” occurs
onto a less-than-secure structural support,
rendering the harness useless. Also, if the
person exceeds the weight limit of either the
harness or structural tie-off system, falling
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